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The target
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70% recycling target

Well achievable



Development of recycling

Phase 1
First initiatives companies

Phase 2
Regulation

Phase 3
Demonstration

Phase 4
Quality Assurance

Phase 5
Market acceptance
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Example: The Netherlands
• Prohibition on land filling
• Soil Quality Decree 
• National Waste Management 

Action plan - minimum standard 
for processing per waste stream 
(80)

• Prescribed use of recycled 
aggregates

• Certified recycled aggregates
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• >1980: tipping everywhere
• +/-1980: C&DW to be brought to 

recycling plants
• No markets available
• +/- 1990:

– Implementation plan
– Standardisation
– Landfill taxes and bans

• 60 Mton waste in total per year: 83% 
recycled

• 25 Mton C&DW :96 % recycled
• 20 Mton inert C&DW: 99,8 % recycled



Recycling in The Netherlands



Requirements for recycling

• No illegal dumping
• Prohibition of C&DW landfilling
• Selective demolition
• Standards for recycled aggregates
• Recognition by clients of recycled 

aggregates as a product
• Prescription of the use of recycled 

aggregates in public procurement

Recommendations
from TG3 of  

“Competitiveness of 
the Construction

Industry”
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Requirements for recycling

Input Recycling Sales
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Monitoring

Landfill ban
Enforcement
Monitoring

Infrastructure
QA schemes

Prescribed
use



Requirements for recycling
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Exclude backfilling
from the 70% target



Current issues

• Circular Economy package
• Sustainable construction
• Green Public Procurement
• Construction product Regulation (CPR)
• Sustainability
• Leaching testing
• List of Waste
• End of Waste
• BREF
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Circular Economy Package
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Circular Economy Package
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Circular Economy Package
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Sustainable Construction
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EPD: EN15804
New CEN group for 
assessment sustainability 
in road construction



CPR
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Environmental 
Product Declaration 
(EPD)



Leaching Testing

• Dutch approach
– L/S = 10
– < 4mm
– Low velocity

• German approach
– L/S = 2
– No crushing
– Higher velocity

• Compromise EN16637
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Various
• List of Waste

– Adopted by TAC
– HP14 (ecotoxicity) no criteria yet

• End of Waste
– Flanders, UK adopted
– Netherlands: notified
– France, Austria preparing
– Germany, Italy interest

• BREF 
– WT: temporary storage at C&DW plants
– WI: Incinerator Bottom Ash
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Conclusions

• 70% well achievable
• EC proposals not decisive
• Backfilling should not be in the target
• Sustainability issues need close follow up
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